The Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs (BANTAO) was born in Ohrid (Figure 1) , Republic of Macedonia, on 9 October 1993 at the first Congress of the Macedonian Society of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs (MSNDTAO) [1] .
At that very moment, bloody wars raged in former Yugoslavia. Fratricide, destruction and cruelty were the norm. Nevertheless, in spite of the hatred and political intrigue, Balkan nephrologists were willing to cooperate with one another. The war in Yugoslavia created hate among people and between the newly established countries. There were even problems with the recognition of the names of the new countries. To overcome this, the nephrologists in the Balkans decided to apply the ancient principle of using the names of the cities, instead of countries, in founding BANTAO (Figure 2 ). So it came into being as the Balkan Cities Association of Nephrology, Dialysis, Transplantation and Artificial Organs. The idea was to create a nephrology association from the Balkan cities and form a collaboration across the iron gates of borders and beyond the perverse and bloody political nationalistic ideology.
The main goal of BANTAO was to promote scientific and technical cooperation for renal diseases and artificial organs among cities of the Balkan Peninsula and with the international nephrology community. It was important to create opportunities for the exchange of expert experience and knowledge and to take part in collaborative projects. This was a rare opportunity to transcend divisions, obstructions and distrust in this unfortunate and turbulent part of Europe.
A task force was formed from representatives of different cities from the Balkans: S. Kodra Our Spanish colleague, the late F. Valderràbano, published a congress report [2] : 'Nephrologists of the Balkan countries meet across political frontiers and war frontsan example to politicians! BANTAO: a new European medical association overcomes political obstacles. This is an extraordinary initiative of nephrologists working in cities throughout the Balkan countries who have been able to create a scientific association and to organize its first congress, despite the boundaries of war, the rupture of international relations and other serious political problems which emerged in the Balkan countries after the disappearance of the former Republic of Yugoslavia. The main goal of BANTAO is to promote scientific and technical cooperation in the field of renal diseases and artificial organs between the Balkan cities. This goal will be achieved not only through a periodical congress, but also through lecturer exchange, fellowship exchange, scientific research methods exchange, joint meetings and courses, publications and cooperation in the field of renal transplant. BANTAO wants to work closely with other international societies and especially with EDTA-ERA. BANTAO represents an extraordinary initiative and should receive both scientific and economic support from the EDTA-ERA. The exceptional effort of collaboration shown by our Balkan colleagues, who have been able to carry out scientific activities in extremely adverse human conditions, is an example to the European nephrological community, which should not hesitate to offer all possible help to this new association'.
As Valderràbano suggested, ERA-EDTA (four supported CME courses) and also ISN (two events) have given encouragement and practical help to the BANTAO congresses. Since that first congress in 1995, BANTAO congresses have been held every 1-2 years. The congresses have been held in nine different cities, located in six different countries of the modern Balkans (Varna, Struga, Belgrade, Ismir, Thessaloniki, Ohrid, Antalya, Chalkidiki, Timisoara) [3] .
The Despite the difficulties imposed by devastating wars and catastrophic earthquakes, BANTAO has flourished through the passion and commitment of nephrologists to their patients and to renal science [5] . The BANTAO Congress has been established as the major scientific and institutional forum for Balkan nephrologists, with its own journal, indicating our will to communicate, to collaborate, to get to know each other, and to share our difficulties and our successes.
What should BANTAO do in future?
1. Improve further cooperation between the nephrologists and physicians from other related medical specialties from the Balkan cities and the colleagues from Europe and the world. In summary, the BANTAO congresses and the BANTAO journal have succeeded in elevating nephrology knowledge [6] and thus increased the standards of nephrology patient care throughout the Balkans. Standing above the divisive forces of politics, language and war, BANTAO gives a living example that collaboration and humility are feasible in times of maddening destruction, and are transformative.
